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SUBJECT: NATIONALIST PARTY CONVENTION 

BEGIN SUMMARY. THE NATIONALIST PARTY HELD ITS ANNUAL CONVENTION 
ON FEBRUARY 1, AND ADOPTED A DELARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 

THE DECLARATION CONDEMNED THE PRESENT MILITARY REGIME AND 
BLAMED IT FOR HONDURAS' ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES. THE DECLA- 
RATION ALSO "DEMANDED" A RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONALITY AND 
CALLED ON PARTY MEMBERS TO INTENSIFY A "CIVIC STRUGGLE" 

FOR THAT GOAL. NATIONALIST LEADER RICARDO ZUNIGA AUGUSTINUS 
TOLD POLOFF THAT HE IS ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN ALLIES FROM 
OTHER GROUPS TO HELP IN THE STRUGGLE FOR A RETURN TO FREE 
ELECTION AND CONSTITUTIONALITY. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE NATIONALIST PARTY HELD ITS CONVENTION ON FEBRUARY 1 

IN THE PARTY HEADQUARTERS. IT HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN SCHEDULED 
FOR A LONGER PERIOD BUT ALL ITEMS OF BUSINESS WERE CONPLETED 
IN A LONG ONE DAY PERIOD. SIXTY-FOUR DELEGATES FROM THE 
EIGHTEEN DEPARTMENTS ATTENDED THE CONVENTION. 
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2. RAFAEL BARDALES BUESO, PRESIDENT OF THE CENTRAL COMMIT- 
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TEE, CHAIRED THE MEETING. THE ENTIRE CENTRAL COMMITTEE WAS 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE AS WAS THE PARTY LEADER AND COORDINATOR 
GENERAL, RICARDO ZUNIGA AUGUSTINUS. 

3. THERE WERE NO ELECTIONS OF ANY KIND OR ANY DISCUSSIONS 
CONCERNING REORGANIZATION OF THE PARTY STRUCTURE. THE MAIN 
PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS TO RATIFY A PREVIOUSLY PREPARED 
DECLARATION. IN ADDITION, A REPORT WAS GIVEN WHICH BROADLY 
DETAILED THE GEGOTI ATION S CARRIED ON WITH THE LIBERALS IN 
ORDER TO FORM A UNITED FRONT AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. 

4. THE DECLARATION CONDEMNED THE DEMAGOGY OF THE MILITARY 
REGIME AND ITS ARBITRARY PRACTICES, AS WELL AS ITS FOMENTA- 
TION OF CLASS STRUGGLE. IT POINTED OUT THAT SUCH A REGIME 

IS IN NO POSITION TO COMBAT THE PROBLEMS CONFRONTING HONDURAS 
SUCH AS INFLATION, A DEFICIT IN THE BALANCE OF PAYMENTS, 

LACK OF INVESTMENT AND WIDE-SPREAD UNEMPLOYMENT. THE DECLARA- 
TION "DEMANDED" THE IMMEDIATE CARRYING OUT OF MEASURES TO 
PERMIT A RETURN TO FREE ELECTIONS AND CONSTITUTIONALITY. IT 
CALLS ON MEMBERS OF THE PARTY AND OF ALL OTHER GROUPS TO IN- 
TENSIFY A "CIVIC STRUGGLE" TO REGAIN THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHTS. 

5. POLOFF SPOKE TO ZUNIGA DURING THE CONVENTION ABOUT HIS 
FUTURE PLANS. ZUNIGA POINTED OUT THAT IT IS DIFFICULT 

TO MAINTAIN PARTY DISCIPLINE IN THE FACE OF SLIM FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES AND THE NATURE OF THE REGIME. HE SAID THAT THE 
PARTY WILL IMMEDIATELY EMBARK ON A NEW ACTION PROGRAM IN 
CONCERT WITH THE LIBERALS AND OTHER GROUPS TO PUT PRESSURE 
ON THE REGIME FOR A RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONALITY. HE COM 
MENTED THAT HE HOPES TO KEEP THE PARTY'S ACTIVITIES JUST 
BELOW THE LEVEL THAT WOULD PROVOKE REPRISALS FROM THE GOVERN- 
MENT. HE ADMITTED THAT THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN PRESSURING 
LOPEZ FOR A RETURN TO FULL PARTY ACTIVITY AND CONSTITUTION- 
ALITY ARE FORMIDABLE BUT STATED THAT HE SEES NO FEASIBLE 
ALTERNATIVE. 

6. COMMENT: ZUNIGA WAS IN COMPLETE CONTROL OF THE CONVEN- 
TION AND THERE WAS NO OPPOSITION OF ANY KIND. IN OTHER 
WORDS, IT WAS A CARBON COPY OF THE NATIONALIST PARTY CON- 
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VENTIONS OF RECENT YEARS. THERE SEEMS LITTLE QUESTION, 

HOWEVER, THAT HE IS WELL AWARE OF THE DANGER TO THE PARTY'S 
INTERNAL ORGANIZATION AND HOLD ON POPULAR SENTIMENT IF THE 
PARTY APPEARS TO BE LANGUISHING. THEREFORE, THE ONLY 
COURSE OF ACTION OPEN TO HIM IS TO LOOK FOR ALL POSSIBLE 
ALLIES IN AN INTENSIFICATION OF THE CAMPAIGN TO RETURN TO 
CONSTITUTIONALITY. AT THIS STAGE IT SEEMS LITTLE MORE THAN 
A GESTURE TO REASSURE THE FAITHFUL THAT THE PARTY IS STILL 
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ALIVE. 
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